THE BRITISH EMPIRE

THE British were the first to put under the title, political economy,
the theory of their plundering world economy. As traders they have
been clever enough to know the power of the pen over the people
of the most bookish of all civilisations. They persuaded them that
the interests of their pirate nation were those of humanity.

OSWALD SPENGLER.     1919.    ibid., p. 54.

. . . For it is of the essence of this policy that it is a purely business
policy in the piratical sense, whether it is the Tories or the Whigs
who happen to be in power.

OSWALD SPENGLER, ibid., p. 58.

. . . Despite all that, the two great world concepts continue to be
opposed: dictatorship of money or organisation, the world as booty
or as State, riches or authority, success or vocation. Roth Socialist
Parries of Germany must get together against the enemy of the
common idea, against the essential England, the capitalistic-parlia-
mentarian Liberalism. A Socialistic Monarchy . . . that is an idea
that has slowly matured in the Faustian human world and has long
bred its human type for itself.

OSWALD SPENGLER, ibid., pp. 69-70.

BUT neither is the English nation strong, young, or healthy enough,
spiritually and racially, to combat this terrible crisis with confidence.

OSWALD SPENGLER.    1933.    Bibl. VIII, A. 68, p. 73
(Engl.).

BUT in Germany, through the medium of the schools, the press and
the comic papers, an idea of the Englishman was gradually formed
which was bound eventually to lead to the worst kind of self-deception.
This absurdity slowly but persistently spread into every quarter of
German life. The result was an undervaluation for which we have
had to pay a heavy penalty. The delusion was so profound that the
Englishman was looked upon as a shrewd business man, but personally
a coward even to an incredible degree. Unfortunately our lofty
teachers of professorial history did not bring home to the minds of
their pupils the truth that it is not possible to build up such a mighty
organisation as the British Empire by mere swindle and fraud. The
few who called attention to that truth were either ignored or silenced.
I can vividly recall to mind the astonished looks of my comrades when
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